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RMIT	Chinese	Courses		
Placement	Procedure	and	Self-evaluation	Quiz		

 
In order to ensure you maximise your Chinese language learning, as well as others’, we have put in place a 
placement procedure for all prospective students to go through, which involves a placement interview 
(recommended for students with prior learning experience) and a placement test during the first week of class.  
 
General Rules:  

• If you have never attempted any Chinese language learning, you can enrol into Chinese 1 now.  
(No need to do the interview.) 

• If you have completed Chinese courses at RMIT before, you are automatically eligible for the next 
higher level. Say if you have done Chinese 1 in RMIT, you can now enrol in Chinese 2. 

• Students who have completed Year 12 Chinese commonly can enrol in Chinese 3 or 4, depending on 
your actual level of Chinese proficiency you have achieved. 
 

It is strongly recommended that students with prior knowledge of Chinese make an appointment with the 
Chinese program coordinator by emailing lynne.li@rmit.edu.au for an interview to ascertain your level before 
you enrol. You can also contact the course coordinator for the level you might fit in for the interview:  
Course Coordinator for Chinese 1 and 2:             Dr Lynne Li (lynne.li@rmit.edu.au ) 
Course Coordinator for Chinese 3, 4, 5, 6 and 9: Dr Jindan Ni (jindan.ni@rmit.edu.au ) 
Course Coordinator for Chinese 7, 8 and 10:       Dr Jing Qi (jing.qi@rmit.edu.au ) 
 
If not possible for an interview, alternatively you can go through the self-evaluating Quiz on Canvas if you have 
access to Chinese 1 Canvas. Otherwise, you can use the brief self-evaluating placement quiz on the next page to 
confirm a suitable level for tentative enrolment purposes. If you can attempt half of the questions of a certain 
level in the attached self-evaluation quiz, you can enroll into the next higher level.  For instance, if you can read 
and write 50% of the sentences for Chinese 1, you can enrol in Chinese 2.  
 
Chinese 1 - 6 are for learners at beginning to intermediate level of Chinese proficiency. After completing 
Chinese 6, or with skills equivalent to, or higher than Chinese 6, students should enrol in Chinese 7, Chinese 8, 
Chinese 9 or Chinese 10. These courses run in Stream A and Stream B:  
(1) Stream A are for more advanced (or near-native and native) level of Chinese proficiency and Stream B is 

for less advanced (or post-intermediate) level of proficiency; 
(2) Chinese 7A - 10A are strongly vocationally-oriented and can be taken without following the sequential 

order of the courses. Chinese 7B - 10B are more on general Chinese proficiency and slightly vocationally-
oriented. It is usually suggested that they are taken in a sequential order, but not a must. 

(3) Students for both Stream A and Stream B enrol into the same course codes, but timetable into different 
groups. Stream B groups are often small and can take students until the first week of the new semester. 
Even when enrolment is closed for Chinese 7 – 10, Stream B may still be open. Email the course 
coordinator to confirm availability/enrolment/timetable.  

 
You can also refer to the prescribed textbooks (available at RMIT library and at China Books at 234 Swanston 
Street Melbourne; webpage: http://www.chinabooks.com.au/ ) to further confirm your self-evaluation. And the 
sample lessons of Chinese 1 – 6 are also attached to the end of this document for your reference. If you can 
attempt Chinese 7B, you should be proficient enough to take Chinese 8B, 9B, and 10B.  
 
In the first week of class, we shall conduct a 20-minute placement test which all students enrolled into Chinese 
courses must attend. As a result of the placement test, if you are advised by the class teacher to change levels, 
you must change your enrolment online within the first week of class in order to avoid financial penalty: to add 
the course you are newly placed in and drop the other course which you previously enrolled as it is not 
compatible to your current level of Chinese proficiency.  
 
Important Note: If you are unable to attend neither the interview nor the first week’s placement test, you will 
be advised to withdraw from the Chinese courses for this semester. A student's enrolment in a Chinese course 
for which s/he holds incompatible qualifications or Chinese proficiency may be cancelled at any time of the 
semester. This cancellation may involve forfeiture of credit, and students may remain liable for course fees. 
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1. Self-evaluation Quiz for Chinese Levels 1 – 6 
 

Levels of 
Chinese  

Selected Key Sentence Structures  
(you can attempt answering these questions) 

Your Answers to the 
Questions  

(in characters or pinyin) 
Chinese 1 
(Beginner’s 
Level) 

你好吗？  
你爸爸妈妈忙吗？  
你要喝咖啡吗？  
你朋友是哪国人？  

Chinese 2 
(Post-
Beginners’ 
Level) 

你家有几口人？  
他们做什么工作？  
你们外语系有多少老师？  
今天是几月几号，星期几？  

Chinese 3 
(Elementary 
Level) 

您带照片来了吗？  
今天一英镑换多少人民币？  
这儿的书可以借多长时间？  
你喜欢什么颜色的，黑的还是红的？  

Chinese 4 
(Pre-
intermediate 
Level) 

美术馆还没有开门呢!  
中国画和油画一样不一样？  
你中国画画了多少年了？  
现在咱们是不是坐电梯上楼去？  

Chinese 5 
(Intermediate 
Level) 

咱们已经看了一个半小时的画吧！  
把 “入乡随俗” 翻译成英语怎么说？  
中秋节有春节那么热闹吗？  
朋友送的礼物怎么会不喜欢呢？  

Chinese 6 
(Post-
Intermediate 
Level) 

他一点儿信用也没有？  
你朋友秋天来得了吗？  
你以为谁想借银行的钱谁就能借到？  
这么长的故事，恐怕五页也写不下吧！  
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2. Text	Materials	
	

• Prescribed	Text	Materials	for	Chinese	1	and	2:		
1) New Practical Chinese Reader Vol 1, 3rd Edition: Textbook, Beijing Language & Culture 

University Press, China; 3rd edition. (In short: “Reader Textbook 1”) 
2) New Practical Chinese Reader Vol.1, 3rd Edition: Chinese Characters Workbook, Beijing 

Language & Culture University Press, China; 3rd edition. (In short: “Reader Character Book 1”) 

                     
 

• Prescribed Text Materials for Chinese 3 – 6 and 7B - 10B:  
10 Level Chinese: Textbook AND CD. Beijing Language & Culture University Press, 2007; 2019. 
 

• Where to find the text materials:  
All these text materials are available at China Books (234 Swanston Street, Melbourne): 
http://www.chinabooks.com.au/ 
	

• Prescribed text materials for each course level:  
Course title Streams Prescribed Text Material Titles Lessons/Chapters 

/Book Series 
Chinese 1 N/A (1) Reader Textbook 1 Lessons 1 – 5 

(2) Reader Character Book 1 Lessons 1 – 5 
Chinese 2 N/A (1) Reader Textbook 1  Lessons 6 – 10    

(2) Reader Character Book 1 Lessons 6 – 10    
Chinese 3 N/A Ten Level Chinese-Integrated Book 

Level 2  
Lessons 1 – 7 

Chinese 4 N/A Ten Level Chinese-Integrated Book 
Level 2  

Lessons 8 – 14 

Chinese 5 N/A Ten Level Chinese-Integrated Book 
Level 3 

Lessons 1 – 7 

Chinese 6 N/A Ten Level Chinese-Integrated Book 
Level 3  

Lessons 8 –14  
  

Chinese Language and Society  
(old title: Chinese 7) 

Chinese 7A Handouts and online resources. --- 
Chinese 7B Ten Level Chinese- Intensive 

Reading Textbook Level 4  
--- 

Chinese Language in Context  
(old title: Chinese 8) 

Chinese 8A Handouts and online resources. --- 

Chinese 8B Ten Level Chinese- Intensive 
Reading Textbook Level 4  

--- 

Chinese Through Drama 
(Old title: Chinese 9) 

Chinese 9A Handouts and online resources. --- 
Chinese 9B Ten Level Chinese- Intensive 

Reading Textbook Level 5 
Lesson 1- 4 

Chinese for Professional 
Communication  
(old title: Chinese 10) 

Chinese 10A Handouts and online resources. --- 
Chinese 10B Ten Level Chinese- Intensive 

Reading Textbook Level 5 
---  
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3. Sample	Lessons	for	Chinese	1	–	Chinese	6	(For	sample	lessons	from	

Chinese	7B	plus	levels,	please	contact	the	course	coordinator): 
 
 
Sample Lesson: Chinese 1 
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Sample Lesson: Chinese 2 
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Sample Lesson: Chinese 3 
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Sample Lesson: Chinese 4 
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Sample Lesson: Chinese 5 
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Sample Lesson: Chinese 6 
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*** Please note that information contained in this flyer may be updated without prior notice. For updated 
information, please visit RMIT website or contact lynne.li@rmit.edu.au. 

 


